
CHAMBERS 

GLOBAL 
The World's Leading 
Lawyers for Business 

^1 

2006 
The Client's Guide 

w w w . c h a m b e r s a n d p a r t n e r 5 . c o m 

http://www.chambersandpartner5.com


FRANCE EMPLOYMENT 

market, she can take a great deal of credit forbuPd-
itig ilic team's gnming reputation as a premier port 
of call for agressive advocacy. 

Lo veils 
Sec firm details p. 2051 
The Rrm: Lovells' Paris office housef̂  .1 compact but 
thriving employment team. Much of ils recent ;vork-
load has been provided by online bank Egg's disposal 
of it! French business. However, the group has lately 
been ĉ xploring more esoteric areas, such js cniployte 
mobility and immigration, and remuneration. En the 
latter field, the team collaborates closely with the 
firms lax and corporate practice groups. 
TTie Lawyers: Philippe Thomai (see p,733) leadsa 
team of six associates. His diverse practice includes 
assisting with restructurings and redundancies, 
TUPE, mobility of employees and employee benefits, 

Moi^an, Lewis & Bocklus 
The Firm: Morgan Lesvis is renowned ftsr ira markel-
leading US employment practice. It is therefore 
unsurprising that the firm's Paris office heavily 
emphasises this aiea of practice. The growing team 
currendy numbers one partner and two aisociales. 
and now acts as the bub for the firm's European 
employment activity. 

The lawyers: Since his arrival from De Pardieu 
BrocJS Maffei. François Veî ne has buill a reputable 
practice at his adopted firm. His workload takes in 
both litigation and counselling; tii pjnicular. he 
advises corporate cfients on the individual an̂ l 
collectiv-e aspects of corporate reorganis.it ions. 

Orrlck, Henington & Sutcllffe 
See firm details p.2265 
The Rim: At tbc lime of going to pre«. the talk of 
Paris was Rambaud Martel's decision lo combine 
forces vïith US giant. Oirick. Herrington & Sutdiffe. 
As a result of this merger, Orrick now adds a well-

resourced team of ibrec employment partners and 
17 assistants, who are equally at home supporting 
the firm's sterling transactional practice as thev are 
handling ci;il and criminal litigation. The team was 
particularly noted for its expertise in health and 
safety and industrial accidents, and heavy industrial 
companies figure siniiigly in its client roster. Olhcr 
areas of expertise include pensions and retirement 
planning; employee benefits; transactional advice, 
including employment iitidits; and collective negoti­
ations. 

The Lawyers; Aiinc UBaultdelaMoriniercheads 
the team here. 

Salans 
The Firm: Salans has recovered well from recent 
departures, promoting a new partner, Katell Deniel-
Alhoux. fiom its own ranks, llie team benefits from 
a close relationship with HR consulting firm. Towers 
Perrin, when it comes 1 0 advising on the high-level 
legal implications of business restructurings, ll also 
maintains a related niche in advising executives on 
remuneration and benefits in the context of restruc­
turings. Elsewhere, the learn counsels corporate 
clients on coUeclii-e negotiation, leliiement planning 
and pensions, and undertakes a v'arietv oi~litigation. 
The Lawyers: Ican-Louis Magnier remains the 
team's centre of gravity. His W'orkload is dominated 
by laî e and complex restructurings, and he has 
recently jssisletl clients in the hotel and transport 
sectors with tlie reorganisation of their French busi­
nesses. His clients are predoniinandy foreign corpo-
ratiotts with si:̂ eable operaii{>ns in France. 

UGGC & Associés 
The Rrm; This independent French full-service 
firm, tbimdcd in has lately enjoyed a period of 
considerable expansion. Its employment team was 
bolstered in 2tX)3 by the lateral hire of two partners. 
Pascal Bathmanabane and Sophie UettwiUer. from 

Salans. a move that is said to have created "o 
repiiiabk praaice ihai deservís tecognilioii." The 

group now has the critical mass to offer the full rar^ 
of employment representation, including coun­
selling and civil and ciiminal litigation, to an impres­
sive client base that includes both French and foreign 
corporales. 

The Lawyers: Koseline Sauser is the firm's senior 
employment partner. 

White & Case LLP 
See firm details p.:296 
The Rrm: In recent years. White & Case's Paris 
employment practice has grown from a corporate 
support group into a fully-fledged and highly 
competitive standalone practice. The team now 
serves a star-studded list of intenialional clients, 
including big-name retailers and nianufacEurcrs, 
advising on the employment aspects of inajor Irans-
actionsand reorganisations, and undertaking a vari­
ety of complex litigation. 

The Lawyers: (jroup head François Farmíne (see 

p.7l8) has. according to clients, "die iiigliiyl ifvfi of 
iflre for details, disiipliiie and the relevance of his argu­

ment-" Farmine is particularly sought attcr for his 

skill asan advocate, since hei5'''iig/ií)'jnipncssiveiii 
court - totally irt cotitrol^ inavdtbly bard-working and 

he keeps all the facts at his fingertips," 

Other Notable Practitioners 
Palrick Thiébart m.ide waves in 2005 by leaving 
Caubei Chouchana Meyer to join growing indepen­
dent firm Franklin. He brings with him a team of ax 

associates. Antoine Vivant is ^'¡iist a brilliant guy." say 
peers. A founding partner of Cotty Vivant Marchi-
sio & lüiufiíal, he was fbrmeriy with Evctsheds. He 

has succeeded in constructing a well-regarded prac­
tice handling a mbi of advice, litigation and transac­
tional support. 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

Band 1 

Armengaud Guerlain 
The Firm: litis "super/) rnĉ ie firm." which is recog­
nised â îï true specialis" foj industrial property liti­
gation, has enjoyed a successful >'ear. A small and 
highly ex|iericnced group concentrates on handling 
iiucllectual property disputes, with a p.irl iculat forte 
in patent litigation. In addition lo its renowned 
name partners, the group now includes a scientifi­
cally trained associate with experience in the phar­
maceutical industry, who will be spearheading its 
move into pharmaceutical patent disputes. 
The Lawyers: Founding partners locques Armen­

gaud and Stéphane Guerlain ivere twih 
commended to researchers as "//iiv^vrj of the highest 

order - excellent professionals and truly charming 

people." both partners continue to make regular 
court appearances. 

Clienis/Wath Highlights: A string of high-profile 

recent successes have included defending Samsung 
against a patent infringement claim brought by the 
CLA, which related to [X'.D Hal-screen monitors and 
televisions. As well as Samsung, the firm has 
defended FjxonMobil in French litigation, though 
domestic companies figure particulady prominently 
in its client roster. 

Gaultier Laklts Szleper 
The Firm; t x n T i i n e n l a l o r s regard Gaultier Lakils 
S;ileper as "11 point of reference for tlte market" A 
thriving traditional French boutique, the firm enjon 
an enviable reputation for their patent, trademark 
and copyright expertise. 

The Lawyers: Senior figure Geoffroy Gaultier is 
renowned as a "rrrnslrr of ilie ditdptine." Peers 
acknowledge that he aUo remains a "^OTÏ oiJversory 
in court." His workload emphasises litigation, notably 
on patent and trademark issues. 

GIde Loyrette Nouel 
See firm details p.745 
The Rrm: Gide boasts one oftbc largest IP teams in 
Paris, with strength in everycomer of the practice 
area; ewn competitors admit: "Gide coven all the 

possilfie areas very ilioroughly." The team's recent 
growth, combined with the consolidation of the IP 
and TMT practice groups, has led to some impres­
sive client wins, and Gide is now a constant presence 
in many of the largest cases in the market. 
The Lawyers: Grégoire Triet (see p.734j enjoys a 
distinguished name in the market for his patent liti­
gation prowess. Meanwiiile, Arnaud Michel [see 

p.727) concentrates on soft IP and is renowned for 
his trademark practice. As one multinational client 
said: ^In this area as far as I'm concerned Arnaud is 

Gide.' 

CHents/Worh Highlights: Though the team's 
strength in transactional IP is undeniable, it is in liti­
gation that Gide has really shone in the past year. The 
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Intellectual Property 
Leading firms 

ARMENGAUQ GUERLAIN 
GAULTIER LAKITS SZLEPER 
GIOELOÏRenî HOUEL 
LINKLATERS 
PHILIPPE COIVIBEAU 

VERDHaASSOCIET 

? ALLENSOWERY 
BIRD & BIRD 
COUSIN g MOATFY 

OUCLOS THORNE MOLLET­VIÉVILLE S ASSOCIÉS 
FRESHFIELDS BRUCKHAUS DERINGER 
lOVELLS 

CABINET ESCANOE 
CABINET GREFFE 
CLIFFORD CHANCE EUROPE LLP 
DE GAULLE FLEURANCE 8 ASSOCIES 
HERBERT SMITH 
JONES MY 
LATHAM S WATKINS LLP 
SALANS 
I imî  I ilea aifliatpKirflif ,11 ысГнипА 

Philippe Combeaii 
The Firm: Perhaps the best known of the industriid 
property boutiques. Philippe Combeau undertakes 
trademark and design rights litigaiion in addition to 
its position as a " 1 г н е refereiKe" and market leader tor 
patent disputes. 

The Laivyets; The firm owes its stellar reputation to 
the stature of Philippe Combeau, "one of lliefound­

I iiig fathers of mKUettiial pmperiy in fmnce." 

Combeau received universal approbation from 
peers, who emphasise his '^reiiiaikabte" presence in 
the courtroom -"iv^icH heenleisthe room, tlte whole 

court slaitds up." 

group has handled patent, trademark and unfeir 
competition disputes for lobnson & lohnson, 
Fjçonnable, l.G Electronics and Arrow Génériques 
before the French courts. Adidas is one of a number 
of prominent recent client wins, another of which is 
Levi Strauss. 

Linklaters 
See firm details p.2Û50 
The Firm: In France, Linklaters is "one of the few 

international firms with a standalone IP pntctice and 

iignificani liiifiation aclivily." The firm's Paris office 
stands head and shoulders above its Anglo­Saxon 
rivals, though some clients expressed reservations at 
the level of fees compared to those of the French 
boutiques. Nonetheless, Linklaters' international 
teach gives it something that its dotiiestic competi­
tors find hard to match, and it has helped the lirm to 
combine a class­leading transanional practice with 
a formidable reputation for IP litigation. The main­
stay of the group's caseload is major patent disputes. 
The Lawyers: Denis Monégier du Sorbier (see 
p.72S) is "a riiiiiii­ialc'Ued litigator of fhe old scliool." 

The figurehead of the firm's IP practice, he is much 
in demand for his patent litigation experience. 
Clients were full of praise for his pragmatic 
approach. "He'saiuwyer wiiogetsstraigiu to the heart 

of an iifue." said one; another agreed: "He doesn't 

hury the judge inider boxes and boxes of paper ­ he 

mideistands the problem, and puis liiinself in the 

elienïs shoes." 

Clients/Work Highlights: Linklaters recently 
represented a French cosmetics giant in a complex 
counterfeiting claim, which encompassed copyriglit, 
unfair competition, trademark and design rights 
infringement issues. 

Véron & Associés 
The Firm: Major international firms, as well as 
domestic competitors, acknowledge this 11­strong 
boutique as "our main compétition for patent work." 

The firm is well known for conceiurating on patent 
litigation, and has recentiv seen a large volume of 
instructions irom pharmaceutical comptmies in the 
growth area of infringement claims against genetic 
manufacturers. By contrast with some other 
boutiques, Véron 8: Associés serves a clientele that is. 
to a large extent, international. 
The Lawyers: Competitors admire Pierre Véron as 
"sotneane wlio has completely dedicated his profes­

sional life 10 patents" \i is therefore unsurprising that 
he is seen by many as "a irnc expert ­ the king of 

patents." He divides his lime between the firm's Paris 
and Lyon offices. 

Band 2 

Allen & Overy 
See firm details p.2033 
The Rrm: The intellectual property team may have 
been a recent addition to Allen & Overy's Paris pi ac­
tice, but it is already "firmly established in French and 

cross­border litigaiiot}." Pierre Lenoir leads a nine­
strong leant, which enjoys a busy caseload ol patent, 
trademark, copyright, unfair competition and 
breach of confidence claims, The firm's strongest suit 
is felt to be in patents, reflecting its portfolio of inter­
national clients from the pharmaceutical industry. 
Current non­contentious work includes assisting a 
major bank with the outsourcing of its IT systems. 
Tlie Lawyers: Pierre Lenoir (see p .724) is "reeog­

nised ns a true professional" by his peers, who 
commend his "co­operaliye" approach to both 
dispute resolution and transactional work. Clients 
frequently turn to him for assistance in complex 
patent disputes, attracted by his scientific knowledge 
and litigation experience. 

Bird & Bird 
See firm details p.2038 
The Firm: The French outpost of this LFK IP special­
ist is now a recognised name in the Paris market: 
specifically, commentators perceive Bird S: Bird lo be 
"lop class for trademark disputes." The firm also ofiers 
expcrltsc in patents, design rights, copyright and 
data protection. In addition to litigation. Bird & 
Bird's IP team assist clients with licensing, anti­coun­
terfeiting campaigns, parallel and grey imports and 

comparative advertising. 
The Lawyers: Isabelle Leroux (see p,7241 
specialises in large unfair competition disputes, an 
area of prnctice at the crossroads between mtellectual 
property and competition law. Clients find her 
approachable and efficient: "Wc don't need to do 

everydihig by letter, we just pick up the phone attd tell 

her OUT problems." Commentators also emphasised 
the quality of the firm's associates. 

Cousin & Moatty 
The Firm: Interviewees pressed for this firm's 
promotion in the tables this year, to better reflect its 
"tap iiuatily iiitd super presence in the nwrtei."The 
firm's strongest suit is undoubtedly patent litigation, 
though it also handles soft: IP disputes. Particular 
atcaî of focus include pharmaceuticals, engineering 
and the optical industry. 

The Lawyers: Pierre Cousin "spends most of his 

time m court." according to fellow professionals, who 
dub him "an important paint cf referetice for patent 

litigation" His formidable, "barriiter­like" advocacy 
skiUs were widely praised by commentators. 

Duclos Thome Mollet­Viéville 
& Associés 
The Firm: Ibis traditional French firm received 
particular recognition for the strength of its interna­
tional client base, US and European clients turn to 
the firm for representation in a broad range of indus­
trial property Avork, which includes patents, trade­
marks and design ri^ts. 

The Lawyers: Thierry Mollet­Viévllle enters the 
top tier this year following a deluge of positive feed­
back from clients and peers alike. Rivab acknowledge 
his "real investment of time and experience in the area 

of industrial propen;'," ivhich has been duly rewarded 
with "an excellent patent caseload." 

Freshfields Bruckhaus De ringer 
The Rrm: Freshfields' i'aris IP team is said by the 
market to be going from strength to strength. The 
team is particularly valued by clients for its 'close 

involvement" in patent and trademark litigation ­
"they put themselves completely at your disposal." 

The Lawyers; Xavier Buffet Del mas d'Autane is 
the group's figurehead. In addition to ju^ling a busy 
caseload, which has lately included representing 
L'Oréal on appeal before the EC| in a trademark 
infringement claim, he is currently the president of 
АРКАМ (Association des Praticiens du Droit des 
Marques el des Modèles). Bertrand Liard, accord­
ing to one prominent client, is "an associate they 

should really make parttier ASAP ­ he's truly a laivyer 

of the highest quality." 

Cl!ents/Wotk Highli^its: The group represented 
Abbott laboratories in pan­European patent litiga­
tion, and is assisting Colgate­Palmolive with both 
patent and trademark protection iîsues Recent non­
contentious attiviries have included assisting Renault 
in a number of IT outsourcing projects. Other clients 
include: L'Oréal; Gaz de France Ipsen; Hays and 
Euro Disnev. 
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[ 
* COWBEflU Philippe Plulipps Combesu 

Intellectual Property 

Leading individuals 

UERON Pierre Venm S Associés 

' COUSIN Pierre Cousin S MMny 

GAULTIER Geoftrov Givllier ialdts Szleper 

LENOPR Pierre №nâOreT 

MOLLET­VIEVILLE Thierry DuclosTlionieMollel-Weville 

MONÉGIER DU SORBIER Denis Linklalers 

' I ARMENGAUD Jacques Armengaud Guerlain 

BUFFET D E L ^ D'AUTANE Xavier FfsshMIs BudUsius 

GREFFE François CaHinelGreffe 

GUERLAIN StÉphanH Aunengaud Gueflaln 

LEROUX Isabelle Bird&Biid 

MÉNARD DDmlnIquB Lovells . •• 

TRIETGrégotre GiaeLoyrelteNouel 

U BAUD Emmanuer Lainam & Walkins LLP 

BRAILT Nicolas №3(rôtoufl/1ssoc«s 
COUSTÉ Marina HowieyLLP 

DE DAMPIERRE Marle­Aimée LovslH 

DEGAULLÉ leais De Gaulle Fievrance S Associés 

DELIIË Géraril Salsns 

ESCANDE MIchel­Paul CaOinel Escantle 

GAULTIER Jean Frederic CliUord CImce Eu/ope LLP 

MICHEL Arnaud Gide Loyiette Noiiel 

MUïL Calherlne Jones Dey 

NERI Aleiandra Herbert Smith 

TRISTANTJean­Chrislaplie Lalhami mikinsLLP 

Up­and­coming Individuals 

LIABD Bertrand fresMields 3njt:kheDS Deiinger 
IndmdiulSâie l£IEd âlplia№Iic^m ?âfMHnd 

Lovells 
See firm details p.20SI 
The Rmn: Agrowing fiirce among the Anglo­Sason 
firms, Lovells is popular nilh clienls because of ils 
"ftdl­tervieeiipproiieli, good iiiiderstandiiigof business, 

availability and worldwide vision" A diverse stand­
alone IP practice includes both Utigation and trans­
actional work. 

The Lawyers: Dominique Menard (see p.727) is 
the group's "srflr"ai]d its centre of gravity. Primarily 
a litigator, his expertise spans patent, trademark and 
unfair competition issues. Marie-Aimée de 

Dampierre is "a yotaig partner full of quality wba is 

beginning to Imild a slrong reputation in the market," 

according to clients. Her particular strengths are 
perceived to be in trademark and copyright litiga­
tion. 

ClientS/Worh Hi^lights: The team advised 
Canon on the acquisition from a bankrupt French 
company of an international patent portlblio covet­
ing flat screen technology. It has also acted for: Ford; 
Nissan; Volvo; Toyota; Ma^da; laguar; Bausch & 
Lomb; Diageo; Brasseries Kronenbourg: eBay: 
Google; Dassaidt Sytèmes; Dell; Citigroup; Ameri­
can Express; Nintendo; Konami; Fox Entertainment; 
Sony; Estic Lauder; Eli Lilly; GlaxoSmithKline; 
Motorola and TotaL 

Band 3 

Cabinet Escande 
The Rrm: This boutique makes its debut in the IP 

I rankings this year foUowinga volume of praise for its 
"great elients" and group of "good assistants with 

plenty of experieneer"T\\e^cm offers abroad range of 
advice, notably in soft IP and unfair competition 
matters. 

The Lawyers: Michel-Paul Esouide is the firm's 

founder and remains its leading personality. Inter­
viewees pressed strongly for his inclusion in the 
rankings. "A practitioner of the old school" Escande is 
said to be ^brilliant­a professor­like figureand a true 

professiorial" 

Cabinet Greffe 
The Rrm: Market commentators confirm that this 
small boutique ''''sets the standard" in Paris for design 
li^ts. The team also received plaudits for its work in 
the niche atea of advertising law. 
The Lawyers: The firm's founder, Francois Greffe, 
is the key to its success, and ^ the automatic choice for 

anyone hokiiig for an expert in design rĵ irfs," In addi­
tion to his market­leading practice in this area. Greffe 
"wrote the book on advertising law" according to 
interviewees. 

Clifford Chance Europe LLP 
See firm details p.2039 
The Firm: This growingteam enters the rankingson 
the strength of a stellar French and international 
cUent list, and an increasingly fine reputation for liti­
gation. Patent claims are the mainstay of the praaice, 
and the team recendy succeeded in defending Toyota 
against a patent infringement claim relating to satel­
lite navigation sy­stems. Clients appreciate the team's 
availability and efficiency. As one noted; "I can he 

very honest with them and demand verbal advice. I 

can call them and tell them 1 want an answer in five 

minutes." 

The Lawyers: Formerly of counsel, lean Frederic 
Gaultier [see p­720) was made partner in 2005. This 
move was greeted with enthusiastic approval by the 
market; in the words of one prominent competitor: 
"He is delightful and of lop qimlily, at\d I gel the 

impression he is really piloting the department now." 

Clients/Work Highlights: Toyota; EADS; Afrbus; 
Gap: Kimberly­Clark; Lego; Playboy Enterprises; 
Sagem; Banque de Neutlî e; Carrefour; Fruit of the 
Loom and Golden Harvest. 

De Gaulle Reurani» & Associes 
See firm detaLs p.742 
The Rrm: This youthful independent firm is partic­
ularly well regarded for its [P practice. The team is 

composed of three full­time partners and a do£en 
associates, and has succeeded in building an impres­
sive client rosier in which US companies figure heav­
ily. The firm ofrers the fiill spectrum of IP advice, 
including trademarks, patents, technology transfer, 
design rights and copyright. Although household 
names feature on its client list, the firm is also popu­
lar with smaller domestic companies because it "fits 

well­it's French and not too big, so it mirrors our own 

structure." 

The Lawyers; Founding partner Louis de Gaulle 
(see p.714) is acclaimed by competitors as "'truly 

gifted in this field," while clients praise him as 
"creative, practical and availabk when wanted." His 
practice is diverse, but he is particularly known for 
advising clients in the sport and leisure sectors on 
trademarks and other IP issues. 
Clients/Work Highlights: The team successfully 
defended Microsoft against trademark infringement 
claims, and recently assisted stationery manufecnjrer 
Exacompta in protecting its trademarks and design 
rights, Other clients include: Twentieth Centiuy Foî  
DreamWorks SKG; Grévin & Ci^ Lederman; AFP 
and L'Argus. 

Herbert Smith 
See firm details p. 2043 
The Rrm: Another new entry into this year's IP 
tables, Herbert Smith has built on its undeniable 
strength in l.ondon lo develop a broad practice in 
Paris. I'he group has particular experience of the 
pharmaceutical sector, and combines industrial 
property expertise with advice on artistic and liter­
ary rights. One French client described the Herbert 
Smith team as "my first choice for IP litigation''eú\íi­

ing widespread applause for its dynamic and confi­
dent handling of high­profile disputes. 
The Laviiyers: Alexandra Néri (see p,7!8) is the 
partner in charge of this team. She is "a real fighter 

who w'dl tndy defend your corner" according to 
cfients, who particularly appreciate her expertise in 
litigation. Her diverse practice encompasses main­
stream patent and trademark disputes, together with 
more esoteric areas, including cybersquatting and 
domain name disputes, data protection and e­
commerce, • . ̂  

Jones Day ' 
See firm details p. 2244 
The Rrm: Though not the largest team in Paris, 
Iones Day's IP group attracted praise for its stand­
alone activity. The firm is particularly admired by 
clients for its skill in the courtroom; in the words of 
one satisfied US client: "They prevailed against the 

odds, and we were delighted with their representation." 

The team's extremely broad experience is illustrated 
by a catalogue of success in recent disputes concern­
ing patents, trademarks, parallel imports, design 
rights, copyright and moral rights. 
The Lawyers: "ingenious and creative" Catherine 

Mityl [see p.72S) heads the group. She maintains a 
thriving practice at the frontiers of IP and IT, and 
frequently represents clients in high­profile court­
room proceedings. 

Latham & Watklns LLP ' ­ > 
See firm details p,2253 
The Rrm: Three partners and ten associates make 
this one of the largest IP groups at any Anglo­Saxon 
firm in Paris. Clients commend the quality of both 
partners and assistants: "They are efficient and oper­

ate at the highest level, and there is no room for time­

wasters'' 

The Lawyers: Emmanuel Baud [see p.708) is an 
"excellent younger lawyer" whose unusual practice 
combines mainstream soft ¡P with expertise in the 
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field of appellalions of origin. On behalf of the 
Bureau National [nlcrprofessionnel du Cognât, he 
suecessfii II y obtained theiianeeliation of three French 
and Community trademarks because I hoy diluted 
the "tijgnac'appellation, Jean­Chrislophc Tristan! 
(secp,734) chairs the firm's IP practice Huropcwide, 
He focuses on patents, trademarks and copyright, 
and is said to be an excellent complement to Baud, 
while clients "alvMys liAe greal plemure in dealing 

wilh him." 

Clients/Word Higtitights: it has been a high­
prolile year for the team ­ primardy a result of 
winning Areva's headline trademark infringement 
claim against Greenpeace, The claim, argued on 
appeal in front of the Paris Court of First Instance, 
was based on the concept of trademark parody, and 
required the court to balance Areva's IP rights against 
the tight to freedom of expression. Other clients 
include; Apple; Altavia; Bureau Interprofessionnel 
des Vins de Bourgogne; Bureau National Interpro­

fessionnel du Ijjgnac; Chateau Palmer; Electroluiti 
Fndemol; Euro RSCG; CilaxoSniithKline; Hugo 
Boss; I,a Poste; Schering­Plough and Time Warner. 

Salans 
The Rrm: Salary makes its first appearance in the IP 
rankings this year. The firm hosts a sizeable team of 
mainstream intellectual properly lawyers whose 
workload comprises both contentious and contrac­
tual matters. Accoidii^ to market sources, the group 
is a good choice for "tricky and high-profile" mMcn. 

The Lawyers: The team's lead partner is G ^ n r d 

DclUc. He has a broad practice which includes both 
hard and soft IP, and also appears in the more periph­
eral areas of technology transfer and licensing and 
advertising law. Peers pressed for his inclusion in the 
rankings, wilh one lawyer modestly declaring: "If I 

deserve lo be in ihe tables. Girard certainly should IK!" 
Clients/Work Highlights: In addition to acting in 
a number of civil disputes, the team recently repre­

sented a French luxury goods manufacturer In a 
series of criminal trademark infringement actions 
concerning the alleged import of counterfeit goods. 

Other Notable Practitioners 
Nicolas Braull tetendy left Ved lourde to set up his 
own firm. Wairin Brault Associés. Though the new 
firm is fully independent, it retains close ties with \feil 
lourde and benefits from frequent referrals. 
Competitors describe Brault as "a younger Imrytr 

who presents himself well - when he speaks, people 

notice." The market is awaiting developments at the 
new firm with interest. Rivals described Marina 
Cousté (see p,7l3) as "a very aggressive litigator - a 

real fighler." She is a founding partner of boutiqtie 
firm C!!ouslé & Cousté, which announced its merger 
with US IP giant Howtey Simon at time of going to 
press. 
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Band 1 

Latham & Watkins LLP 
Sec firm details p.2253 
The Rrm; In the general opinion of the market. 

Latham & Watkins 'has made incredible progress" 

and sources confirm that the international giant "has 

really found the right formula in Paris." The firm 
made headlines following its recruitment of Thomas 
Forschbach from Ashurst ­ according to many, the 
most significant lateral hire of the year and "a very 

intelligent move on Latham's pan." The office's 
strength in finance has won it important roles in 
several private equity­funded transactions. For 
example, it acted for Calyon in the Ё202 million 
senior financing of the acquisition of Salins Group, 
one of Europe's main salt producers, by a cunsot­
lium including Chequers Capital, ABN AMRO 
Capital, Union d'FJudes e! d'Investissements and 
Alpha. 

The Lawyers: The arrival of Thomas Forschbach 
(see p.719) gave this already impressive team the 
push it needed to enter France's private equity magic 
circle, Latham Ы Watkins has historically acred for 
US­based ftmds, such as Bridgepoint and Carlylc: 
Forschbach. a "significant and experienced player," 

brings with him established relationships with Furo­
pean funds like Sagard and Арах Partners. Xavier 
Farde (see р.71в) has an unusual practice, combin­
ing elements of private equity and debt finance. 
These ¡áulls were used to good efièa in 3i's acquisi­
tion of a 53­5% stake in Keolis, where Farde advised 
Calyon, ENC Finance and HSBC CCFon the senior 
debt elements and Intermediate Capital Group on 
the mcctanine. Clients appreciate his broad experi­
ence; "He lias an excellent grasp of the entire deal, and 

can provide the common view. You don't find that very 

often, and it's extremely valuable." Nathalie Alibert 
(sec p,707], a notable younger partner, also joined 
the firm Irom Ashurst. 

Clienls/Wofh Highlights: An unusual transaction 
was the £270 million sale by ABN AMRO Capital of 
De Dietrich back to the de Dietrich family, which 
was followed by the spin­off bv ABN AMHO of De 
Dietrich Thermique to Remeha for £201 miUioa 

Other clients include: AXA Private Equiry; Calyon; 
Capvis Equity Partners; The Carlyle Group; CSFB 
Private Equity; Goldman Sachs; Intermediate Capi­
tal Group; Sagard and Spectrum Equity Investors. 

Linklaters 
See firm det,iils p.2050 
The Rim: Linklatersenjoysatop­flighl international 
reputation for its private equity practice, advising 
Ixïth funds and banks. David Aknin's departure, 
while altraclingplenty of headlines, is fell lo have 
had minhnal é^cX on the core business, and many 
commentators emphasised that the firm "reacted well 

in recruiting .Michel frieK and remains m the top tier." 

Counterbalancing a number of huge mandates, the 
team has lately been particularly active in the mid­
market, with recent successes including advising 
Duke Street Capital on the secondary LBO of 
Navimo, and acting for ABN AMRO Private Equity 
in the £90 million LBO of Score. 
The lawyers; "Great professional" and new recruit 
Michel Frieh (see p.719) is widely believed to be 
responsible for Linklaters' dominance ol the mid­
market in 2004/5. He was also heavily involved in the 
€ L 2 billion Vivarte LBO mentioned below. Fabrice 

de la Morandièrc (see p.7151, described as 
"extremely experienced" by clients, has enjoyed an 
active year. He played a lead role on large transac­
tions, such as the €520 million sale of Frans 
Bonhomme by a consortium ofPAI prtners, Aslotg 
Partners and Clinven. Alain Garnier [see p720) was 
also warmly recommended as an established pres­
ence in the market. 

Clients/Work Highlights: The firm won a 
mandate on one of the largest private equity­driven 
deals of the year, advising Sagard Private Kquity on 
its CO-investment in Vivarte. h represents a number 
of other fund clients, including: C:hequers Capital; 
Duke Street Capital; Banc of America Equity Part­
ricrs; Montagu Private Equity and KKK. The team 

_Alguotes in the lett era from mtervfeve wtlti clients and con^wiltorï. 6 8 5 


