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Market overview 
P R A N C E 

PATENT PROSECUTION 

Trer l 

BEAU DE LOMÉNIE 
CABINET LAVOIX 
CABINET REGIMBEAU 
SANTARELLI 
Tier 2 

CABINET PLASSERAUD 
CASALONGA-JOSSE 
HifiSCH POCHART 
T i e r s 

BREESE DERAMBURE MAJEROWICZ 

BREVALEX 
CABINET DECRET 

GERMAIN & M A U R E A U 
EGVP 

T h e split b e t w e e n p r o s e c u t i o n a n d 

c o n t e n t i o u s IP w o r k in th i ï year ' s Managing 

¡Ktcllectiiat Properly survey lias led to 

substanc ia l c b a n g e s t o the F r e n c h r a n k i n g s . 

T h e r e are 1 5 n e w e n t r a n t s this year, 1 4 o f 

t h e m r a n k e d for c o n t e n t i o u s w o r k - n ine 

spec ia l i s t IP b o u t i q u e s and five i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

l a w firrns. 

PATENT CONTENTIOUS 

T ie r ! 

VÉRON S ASSOCIÉS 

T h e split has a l s o m e a n t t h a t s o m e o f last 

year 's l a w firms have m o v e d up several 

r a n k i n g s . O n e e x a m p l e here is patent 

l i t igat ion b o u t i q u e V c r o n & A s s o d e s , w h i c h 

has m o v e d up f r o m tier four last year to 

b e c o m e the t o p firm for patent c o n t e n t i o u s 

w o r k . Alain B e r t h c t , a f o u n d i n g p a r t n e r a t 

P r o M a r k , descr ibed the w o r k o f the firm as 

" v e r y reac t ive a n d mtel l i j ;ent" ' . L e a d i n g trade 

m a r k l i t igator M i l a n C h r o m e c e k o f l .ovel ls 

said he was " a m a / e d t h a t V e r o n w e r e n ' t in 

tier 1 last y e a r " , V e r o n has t w o of f ices , in 

Paris a n d Lyon , and four par tners d e v o t e d to 

prac t i s ing patent law. P a r t n e r Pierre V e r o n , 

w h o o n e peer c o n s i d e r s " t h e best p a t e n t 

l i t i g a t o r " , set up the firm in 2 0 0 1 . Previous ly 

Ti6r2 

ARMENGAUD GUERLAIN 

DUCLOS THORNE MOLLET-VIÉVILLE S ASSOCIÉS 
GAULTIER L A K I T S - J O S S E S Z L E P E R 
LOVELLS 

PHILIPPE COMBEAU 
T le r3 

A L L E N S O V E R Y 
COUSIN S HOATTV 

HIRSCH LAMOUREUX DESROUSSEAUX 
T ie r4 

A R M E N G A U D J E U N E L E P E U D R V 
CABINET NETTËR 
CASALONGA-JOSSE 
LINKLATERS 

he c r e a t e d the IP d e p a r t m e n t o f Laniy, V e r o n , 

R i b e y r e & Assoc iés ( n o w L a m y , R i b c y r e & 

A s s o c i é s ) o v e r 2 5 years a g o . S ince 2 0 0 1 , the 

firm has bui l t up an impress ive c l ient ros ter 

t h a t includes Sanof i Avent i s , L ' O r é a l , L 'Air 

L i q u i d e , C h i r o n a n d Agi lent T e c h n o l o g i e s . 

A n o t h e r h igh-prof i le c l ient is N o v a r t i s , w h o 

V e r o n and fe l low p a r t n e r Isabel le R i i m e t are 

defending in a c a s e b e t w e e n the c o m p a n y ' s 

S a n d o z divis ion a n d G l a x o S n i i t h K l i n c . V e r o n 

& l î o m e t have a l s o w o r k e d with the p la in t i f f 

l .uk in t h e first c a s e where the d e f e n d a n t 

al leges an a b u s e o f d o m i n a n t posi t ion t h r o u g h 

a patent filing policy. T h e d e f e n d a n t in this 

ins tance is V a l e o . 

In the r a n k i n g s for the first t i m e , 

A r m e n g a u d & G u e r l a i n is highly regarded f o r 

t rade m a r k l i t igat ion . T h e firm w a s set up in 

1 9 9 3 by t w o o u t s t a n d i n g l i t igators , J a c q u e s 

A r m e n g a u d and S t é p h a n e G u e r l a i n . T h e pair 

were a t Phi l ippe C o m b e a u b e f o r e s tar t ing up 

the ir o w n prac t i ce w h e r e they a r e jo ined by 

three a s s o c i a t e s w h o deal solely w i t h IP 

m a t t e r s . C l ients advised in 2 0 0 5 include 
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