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contentious practice also drew praise from

our sources.

Howrey LLP is another firm with a
formidable IP pedigree — it is the current
holder of our ‘Patent Law Firm of the Year’
award and is recognised worldwide for its
“outstanding depth of knowledge” and the
“uniform excellence of its lawyers” in this
field. This translates into a similarly strong
showing in this book: 11 partners are featured
in five countries across Europe. In recent
years the firm has successfully represented
Boston Scientific in a patent infringement
case against Medtronic, as well as Monsanto
in separate patent disputes with Bayer
CropScience and Syngenta Seeds. Benoft
Strowel is head of the European IP practice
and one of three partners from Brussels that
we identify. An “outstanding” patent litigator,
Strowel represented Bayer and Talecris in a
multi-jurisdictional dispute against Baxter,

as well as successfully representing Abbott
Laboratories in a patent dispute against

a series of generic producers. Maarten
Meulenbelt was repeatedly commended for
his competition and regulatory work, and
has represented Pfizer, MSD, AstraZenica and
Altana Pharima in recent years. Howrey boasts
an even larger contingent in our London list,
where Mark Hodgson is the most highly
recommended of four Howrey partners.

He was praised for his “phenomenally
good” counsel to pharmaccutical, medical
device and biotechnology clients in patent
cases, and his regulatory, product liability

and parallel importation cxpertise was also
noted. The London office was strengthened
by the January 2008 lateral hire of Marjan
Noor from Taylor Wessing, who was highly
commended in both patent and regulatory
spheres. The “legendary” Willem Hoyng

is managing partner of Howrey in Europe
and one of the Netherlands’ most highly
regarded individuals. He is joined by highly
rated patent litigator Bart van den Broek.
Joachim Feldges gives the firm a presence
in the Germany research, where he 1s
“particularly well thought of; clients love
him,” and Marina Cousté is among the
most highly rated life sciences lawyers in

France.

Covington & Burling LLP matches Howrey's
figures: 11 partners make the grade. Lawyers
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from the firm’s life scicnces industry group
have represented a coalition of vaccine and
drug manufacturers in legislative proceedings,
assisted trade associations in negotiating new
legislation to govern emerging technologies
and handled transactions for pharmaceutical
and biotechnology clients such as Abbott
Laboratories, AstraZeneca, GlaxoSmithKline,
Pfizer, Merck and Wyeth.

The majority of the firm’s contingent is
based in the DC office. Senior counsel
Peter Barton Hutt was chief counsel
for the Food and Drug Administration
from 1971 to 1975, and while at the FDA
he drafted the legislation that became the
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Medical Device Amendments of 1976. He
was also involved in the drafting of most of
the major legislation amending the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. “Very well
known with a huge reputation”, Hutt

is considered to be “onc of the leading
regulatory lawyers in the country” by our
sources. Peter Safir is co-chairman of

the firm’s food and drug practice group

and a “terrific regulatory lawyer”. He

has represented clients such as Johnson

& Johnson and Pfizer in the obtaining of
pediatric exclusivity and he is also known for
his work relating to internal investigations for
clients as well as the defence of enforcement
actions in the marketing and manufacturing

areas. Alongside him, Ellen Flannery also
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co-chairs the group, and is ““absolutely top
tier” in the eyes of her peers; “her FDA
related work is of the highest class”. The
“profoundly impressive” John Hurvitz co-
chairs the life sciences industry group from
the DC office, where fellow nomiinee
Ethan Posner practises. James Snipes in
California is also “very highly thought of ™.

Covington & Burling serves as national
coordinating counsel for Hoffmann-La
Roche and the Consumer Healthcare
Products Association, among others, in
product liability litigation and the “brilliant”
Richard Kingham’s skills in this area were
repeatedly brought to our attention. He has
acted for most of the major pharmaceutical
manufacturers and biotechnology companies
in the United States and Europe, as well

as various trade associations, and was
commended by our UK sources for his
work on behalf of a US medical device
manufacturer in successful litigation in the
English High Court. Covington also gains
two listings in the London research. Anne
Ware's product liability work was repeatedly
recommended, while James Beery is
senior of counsel to the firm and offers
clients the benefit of his expertise as former
senior vice president and gencral counsel

of GlaxoSmithKline. The Brussels office
provides two more names for our list;

Peter Bogaert is a “‘regulatory guru under
both EC and national laws”, while David
Hull is head of the EU competition practice
and regarded as the “best in Belgium for

IP and competition matters” — he has
represented clients such as Eli Lilly, Procter
& Gamble, AstraZeneca, Gilead Sciences and
GPC Biotech in the past.

The ten featured partners from Lovells mark
it out as a top ranking firm in this arca, with
clients ranging from large pharmaccutical
companies to medical device companies and
investment banks and private equity houses
investing in the sector. Commended for both
contentious and non-contentious work, the
firm gains listings in six countries throughout
Europe. Three are based in London, with

the “very strong” John Meltzer among the
most highly regarded individuals in the area.
Head of the firm’s product liability team, he
acted for the leading manufacturer of the
MMR vaccine in the defence of an English
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