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1. First draft dated 29 May 2009 discussed in expert meetings on 
5 June and 19 June 2009 

2. Second draft (Part 1, Chapter 1) dated 9 July 2009, Working  paper 
from the Commission Services, Council working document 11813/09 
discussed in Council Working Party on Intellectual Property (Patents) 
on 22 July 2009 

3. Third draft dated 25 September 2009 discussed in expert meeting 
on 2 October 2009 

4. Fourth draft dated 16 October 2009 discussed at the 5th European 
Patent Judges' Forum on 30 and 31 October 2009 

5. Fifth draft dated 27 January 2012 discussed in expert meeting on 
3 February 2012 
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6. Sixth draft dated 22 February 2012 discussed by the Drafting 
Committee on 25/26 February 2012 

7. Seventh draft dated 20 March 2012 discussed by the Drafting 
Committee on 24/25 March 2012 

8. Eighth draft dated 30 March 2012 For technical consultation 

9. Ninth draft dated 24 May 2012 

10. Tenth draft dated 16 October 2012 

11. Eleventh draft dated 07 November 2012 Discussed by Drafting 
Committee on 09 and 10 November 2012 

12.  Twelfth draft dated 29 November 

13. Thirteenth draft dated 14 January 2013 Renumbered version 

14. Fourteenth draft dated 31 January 2013 For further informal 
comment prior to the public consultation 

15. Fifteenth draft dated 31st May 2013 For public consultation 
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The Rules of Procedure 

Summary Rules of procedure  
(382 Nos, 277 rules) 

Part 1 Procedures before the court of 
first instance 

Part 2 Evidence 

Part 3 Provisional measures 

Part 4 Procedures before the court of 
appeal 

Part 5 General provisions 

Part 6 Fees and legal aid 
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Preamble ROP 

Target duration: one year 

“proceedings shall be conducted in a way which 

will normally allow the final oral hearing on the 

issues of infringement and validity at first 

instance to take place within one year whilst 

recognising that complex actions may require 

more time and procedural steps and simple 

actions less time and less procedural steps” 

The Rules of Procedure 
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Rule 8 ROP 

Stages of the proceedings 

“(a) the written procedure; 

 (b) the interim procedure, which may include an 
interim conference with the parties; 

 (c) the oral procedure, which shall include an 
oral hearing of the parties where necessary; 

 (d) the procedure for the award of damages; 

 (e) the procedure for a cost order.” 
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Rule 8 ROP 

Stages of the proceedings 

01/01/2015 - 01/07/2015

Written procedure
01/07/2015 - 31/12/2015

Interim procedure

01/07/2016

Decision
on the merits

R 118

31/12/2016

Decision
on damages

R 118

01/01/2017 - 28/02/2017

Costs
01/01/2016 - 30/06/2016

Oral  procedure
01/07/2016 - 31/12/2016

Damages
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Front loading system 
not drips and drabs system 
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Interim conference with the JR 
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Hearing of a witness 
in person exceptional 
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Oral hearing 

“Rule 114 – Duration of the oral hearing  

1. Without prejudice to the principle of proportionality, the 
presiding judge shall endeavour to complete the oral 
hearing within one day. The presiding judge may set time 
limits for parties' oral submissions in advance of the oral 
hearing, in accordance with the Practice Directions. 

2. Oral testimony at the oral hearing shall be limited to issues 
identified by the judge-rapporteur or the presiding judge as 
having to be decided by oral evidence. 

3. The presiding judge may, after consulting the panel, limit a 
party's oral submissions if the panel is sufficiently 
informed.” 

The Rules of Procedure 

Preparatory Committee Consultation  
www.unified-patent-court.org/consultations  

16 

As from 25 June 2013 until 1 October 2013 the draft Rules of 
Procedure shall be open to written comments from 
stakeholders or other interested parties. Respondents are 
requested to send them to secretariat@unified-patent-
court.org.  
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Next steps 

 Evaluation and comments by Drafting Committee of 
the contributions received  

 Public hearing on the draft rules of procedure in early 
2014. 

 Advice of the European Commission on the 
compatibility of the Rules of Procedure with European 
Union law 

 Adoption of the Rules of Procedure by the UPC’s 
Administrative Committee once it has been 
established 
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